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g the ſeveral wonderful 
Predictions of Noſiradamas, 
there 1s one Talways thought 
had ſome Relation to my 

— ſelf; it runs thus in the 
Lung of thoſe Ti imes, 


Lorſqu S & T cuidera 
4A Anvexs faire trahiſon, 
Grand peril menacera 


- Noble Arbre du TISON. 


T he Senſe of this obſcure Oracle has puz- 
ꝛzled all the Commentators upon that ce- 
lebrated Work, who (contrary to my 
own private Opinion) will needs have it 
to refer to ſomething about the City of 
AnTwere. Your Letter to Mr. Boutefet 


(which my Bookſeller ſent me Veſterday,) 


conyinces me, they are a Pack of Aſſes, and 
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that the true Purport of the Tetraſtick is 
as follows: When S. and T. (which are 
the Initials of Suimer TrxovaLewaTtER) 
Hall combine in a piece of Treachery againſt 
M.. Danvess; then ſhall ſome very great . 
Evil threaten the Wuſtrious Tree (i. e. Fa- 
mily) of the Boutefeus; for as the Fire- 
| 125 and the Boute 245 come from one 
and the ſame Stock, the Word 'Tison, 
taken figuratively, may be underſtood to 
imply the whole Houſe. 

Let that Prince of modern Aſtrologers 
have come, as he may, by this ſtrangeInſight 
into Futurity : ; many Things conſpire at 
this JunQure (TI heartily wiſh I may be de- 

ceiv'd) to perſuade me, that the Accom- 
pliſhment of this Prophecy i is not far off: 
But what I am moſt ſurpriz'd at, is, that 

a Perſon of ſo little Weight and Moment, 

as your ſelf, ſhould be fo demonſtrably 
deſign'd in it; for now, Sir, I call you 
perfectly to wind, (tho' not indeed with- 
out a good deal of Pains) having had the 
Honour once in my Lite (I think ſome 
Five and Forty Years ago) to ſee you di- 
ſtinguiſh your ſelf in Smithfield as Zany 
and Ophiophagiſ; to the famous Orvietan- 
Monger, Alexander Bendo. Any farther 
Acquaintance with you] diſclaim, manibus 
pedibuſque. It was, I prefume, under that 


renown d Stage Aſſculopius that you be- 
came 
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came ſo familiar with Toads, Vipers, F 4 
Lock, Arſenick and Antimony, which makes 
you now recommend that Heterogene 
Diet to the tender Stomachs of my Pu- 
pils, as if Boys, born in tante Fortune 
em, were to be educated your Mounte- 
bank-way. But I /mell a Rat, Mr. Trouble- 
water ; you are in Fee, Lil hold Fifty 
Pound, with the Sranhras and would 
make me your Cat spa in the Affair, in 
order to have the Children poiſoned, and 


me charg d with the Murther at the Bar 


of the Old Baily, where you ſuppoſe I 
' ſhould ſcarce find fo indulgent a Jury as 
Mrs. L——y met with at G——d. But 
more of this in its proper Place. 

Since then my ſerious Lucubrations 
muſt needs be broke in upon by the vile 
Underminings of ſuch a diminitive Pick- 


thank as you, (whoſe Deſign, at beſt, is 


to take the Bread out of my Mouth ;) 
and ſince you top the Man of Impor- 


tance, the Philoſopher; and the TInzvua- 


dig e upon us; (having skrew'd your 
ſelf, by ſome Diabolical Means or other, 

into my Patron's Favour and Confidence ) 
it is high time I ſhould deviate a little 
from my uſual manner of entertaining the 
Publick, to let it ſee what an ignorant 


Im poſtor you are; and toconvince Mr. Bou- 


en in particular * Man whoſe great Abi- 
lities 
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lities are impaired with Age and, Croſſes) 
how ill a judg'd thing it was (in him 
to ask any Bodys Advice but mine; 
and how infinitely more ſo, to ask yours, 
of all Men living, who are a Shrub, a 
Mouſe, a Diſmire, a Mop bg &, in 
compariſon to me; and of leſs conſe- 
quence in the Commonwealth than the 
leaſt of the fift y-three Thouſand Pigmies 
that ow'd their 1 — to one of Pan- 
tagruel's F. — ts. 
Not to give your Self-ſufficiency any 
new Handle from the Oppoſition of an 
Antagoniſt of my Weight, I declare to 
you before-Eand, that in order to lay you 
upon your Back, I ſhall employ but juſt 
one Ninth and two thirty-ſixths of my 
Strer. th; which is leſs by four Sevenths, 
and ciglit Twenty-fourths, than what I 
_ uſe to Osborne and Walſmgham. I leave 
7 8 to gueſs from hence, with how much 

ontempi I look down upon you: udn 
Iccei Te faciam hinc collige guod virium 
nioari' nm portiunculam folummado, cum tall 
4 (angreſſurus arceſſum; as St. Auſtiu 
lays to an Heretick that had attack'd 
him. ; 

But now, to go to * with fon me- 
thodically : You make no. queſtion (you ſay 
in.the firſt place) but that Maſter Harry 


aud Will, at Halen under the Care of ho 
| Con- 
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conſummate a Politician as Mr. Danvers, 
(which, by the way, I take to be a Sneer) 
will turn out werthy Boutefeus, and bid 
fair for overſetting the Commonwealth when 
they come to be Fifty. The Children are 
much oblig'd to you, good Mr. Buſy- bo- 
dy; but, with your Wiſdom's Permiſſion, 
where would be the great harm, ſuppote 
they ſhould anticipate ſome twenty or 
thirty Years upon your Hopes, and not 
wait till the Crow has ſet her Foot upon 

them, before they make a bold Puſh, 
and attempt ſomething worthy, as 
Juvenal ſays, brevibus Gyaris x 7 This, 1 
dare aſſure you, that if, before they arri ve 
to half that Age, they have not done 
Honour to their Family, by quelque Aion 
Eclat, J ſhall earnſtly beg of their Friends 
that the Share I have had in their Educa- 
tion may be ſunk upon the World, 
Did not your Knowledge in Hiſtory go 


hand in hand with your Skill in Politicks, 


I might now have ſpar'd myſelf the trou- 


ble of informing you, that Alcibiades was 


carrying on a ſecret Intelligence with the 
Lacedemonians againſt his Country, before 
he had paid his laſt Quarteridge (in Greek 
 ABtrrongnIpzyugr) to his Tutor Socrates 
that the — had but juſt left off plo- 
ftello adjungere mures, when they began 
their ou Cabals ; and that the S. 
B Yo mous 
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mous Fieſchi was playing at the Orbicello, 
(i. e. Hot-cockles) fra altri Ragazzi e Put- 
te, (as my Italian Author has it) among 
other young Lads and Laſſes, but the very 
Evening before his deſperate Enterprize 
upon the Liberty of GE NOA. 
Suppoſe therefore I have a mind, Sir, 
that Harry and his Brother ſhould equitare 
in Arundine longd till they are put up for 
Parliament-Men, what's that to you orany 
body but their own Friends and Relations? 
And ſuppoſe I take it into my Head, (af- 
ter the Example of Ae ſilaus) to ride an 
Hobby- horſe with them mylelf, what 
have you to fay to it, Sir? Expoſe me in 
Print, if you dare ; I will not only cry 
down your Drugs, and ruin the Sale of 
your Powder of Poſt, but alſo write an Hi- 
ſtory of Quacks, as i have done of Mini- 
ſters, and fend one of my Scayengers, 1 In- 
to the bargain, to cover you, a Capite ad . 
Calcem, with ſome of the choiceſt and fouleſt + 
Whitechappel Dirt that is in my whole 
Magazine. Hear this, and tremble. 
What a ſhallow Antiquarian you are, is 
further evident from your M iſapplication 
of the Word CxowN in the Caſe of Ro- 
mulus and Amulius. Allegories ſhould 
never exceed the Veriſimile, with Proſe 
Authors, at leaſt, whatever Allowances 
may be given to Poets, who are ty'd down 
by Rhyme, or Meaſure. To give out 
that 
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that a Man ſtole his Uncle's Crows, when 
I can demonſtrate that it was no more 
than a Diadem, is juſt as if you ſhould 
ſay, that ſuch a one (Anglicanus, for in- 
tance, or Fog) had purloined Mr. Dan- 
vers's Silber Pen, whereas it is notorious 
that the Inſtrument I have always writ 
with is the Quill of a Grey Gooſe, It I 
deem'd it worth my while, Sir, I could 
give an Hiſtory of Imperial Head- At- 
tires, from Nimrod's Leather-Liſl down 
to the laſt and junior Crown of all, 
Prince Correy's Laurel. I have ſtudied 
the Materials, Gravity, Form, and Di- 
menſions of the Per ſian Cydaris, the Ar- 
menian Tiara, the Phrygian Mitre, the 
Diadem, the Vitta, the Corona Radialis, 
the Corona Clauſa, the Iron Crown of the 
Lombard Kings, the Pope's Triple Crown, 
the Doge of Yenice's Thrum Cap, and the 
Ottoman Turbant. As to St. Edward's 
Crown, which the Old Woman (as you 
are very rightly informed) ſhews in the 
Tower: Pray allow me to underſtand the 
Nature and Properties of that better than 
any Man living ; and, let me tell you, 
Sir, that were an Old Woman the Wearer 


or Keeper, as well as the Shewer of it, it 


would be the happieſt Day my Patron 
Achitophel and his Friends ever law : Then 


poſſibſy might I, (or, to ſpeak more a la 
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Grande, we) come in for the Sears; 
and, if you behaved well, you would be 
preferred perhaps yourſelf, to give a Sup- 
pofitor now and then to my Train-bearer. 

Queen Olympzas, as you inform us, was 
a Patient Grizel, before her Night's Con- 
verſation with the male Dragon Pray 
now, who told you fo? I am ſure it was 
neither Plutarch, Fuſtin, nor Curtius. 
This therefore I 2 to be gratis dictum; 
and if you were that Friend you pretend 
you are to the Boutefeus, you would not 
have robb'd their Family of an Heroine who 
has done it ſo much honour, and for whom 
Mr. Danvers has ſuch a particular Regard. 

But how comes it to paſs, pray Sir, 
that you, who ſli p no Opportunity (as ap- 
pears by your many Quotations) of ſhew- 
ing how well read you are, ſhould ſlubber 
over ſo haſtily ſo copious a Topick as that 
concerning Dragons? What a Field was 
here for you to expatiate in, by telling us 
the various Opinions of the Ancients and 
Moderns with regard to a Creature whoſe 
Exiſtence is ſo very problematical and 
dubious ! Had I been in hour place, what 
Work would I have made with the 
Whigs, by proving to them, as plain as 
a Pike- ſtaff, out of Ariſtotle, Pauſanias, 


lian, Plinius ſecundus, Ulyſſes Aldrovan- 


dus, Peri gonius, the Legend of St. George, 
and the Ballad of More of More-hall, that 
| their 


13] Rm, 
their Dragons now-a-days (after the Ex- 
ample of the Milites Draconarii among 
the Romans) have uſurped a Name they 
have no Right to; for that the Dragon, 
(if ever there were fuch an Animal) has 
proved himſelf, at all Times, and in all 
Caſes, a ſworn Enemy to Martial Men. 
As for inſtance; Did not one ſingle Dragon 
make head againſt the Army of Regulus 
in Africa, and did not another ftrike a 
Panick into Alexander's Victorious Troops 
in India? Pray were not the Prieſts of Bel 
and the Dragon, Hand and Glove, as we lay, 
(which could never have been if they had 
not look d upon him as a Tory ;) and was 
not Daniel, who diſcovered their fellow- 


feeling, about the Roaſt-meat, premier 


| Miniſtre to Darius (Dan. vi.) and con- 
ſequently a #hig every Inch of him? 


Your Mention of Eve (a little before 


you touched upon Olympias) I expected 
would have brought you to let your Rea- 
der into ſome curious Particulars that are 


to be met with among the Talmudiſts, con- 
cerning our firſt Mother's Intimacy with 


the Serpent. Here ] was deceived again ; 
for you are quite a Stranger, it ſeems, to 
theſe Oriental Literati, Learn then, Sir, 
from the great Matte Zimmerman, who 
has compared all their yarious Opinions i in 
his Horilegium Philologirum, that it is yet 

| in 
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in diſpute among the Rabbins, whether 
the Devil turned himſelf into the Cæraſtes, 
the 4/þ, the Chelydrus, the Ammodyes, 
the Hemorrhois, os Dipſas, the Amphiſ- 
Bana, the Baſilisk, the Seps, the Scytale, 
the Natrix, the Faculus, the Preſter (from 
whom deſcend the Abyſſinian Preſter- 
Jobns) the Scolopendra, or the Rattle- 
Snake. 1, for my own part, decide in fa- 
your of the laſt, knowing, ftoma long Ex- 
erience, that the Rattles have always a 
prodigious Aſcendant over the Female Sex. 
You ſay, Sir, in another Part of your 
Letter, that Lucian's Impoſtor, (J ſup- 
poſe you mean Alexander the Paphlago- 
nian) uſed to conceal the Snake under his 
Gown, Here I muſt take the liberty to 
ſet you right again; for this you ſeem to 
advance upon no better Authority than 
ou have for moſt of your Poſitions. The 
Fa, as I find it in the Original, is thus: 
Alexander (who had certainly more Guts 
in bis Brains than ſome People have) 
knowing Superſtition to be the Foible of 
his Countrymen, thought it would be no 
hard Matter to paum upon them a falſe 
Aſculapius, a God for whom they had (it 
ſeems) a particular Eſteem. Is order to 
this, having found a ſwinging young 
Snake, very docile and tractable, and bred 


him vp a . to his Hand, out he comes 
into 


1˙5 1 


into the publick Place, holding the Ani- 


mal faſt between his Arm and his Body, 
in ſuch a manner that the true Head of 
him lay concealed in the Folds of the 
Juggler's Gown, and there was artfully 
ſabſtituted in its room a falſe one, of 
Paſte- board, in the Likeneſs of an x" 
man Head, which, by the Help of ſome 
unſeen Wires and Pipes (like thoſe our 
Puppet-Players uſe) not only moved its 
Eyes and Lips, but likewiſe delivered 
ſuch articulate Sounds as the Saltinbanco 


thought fit. Thus the Impoſture went 
down current with the Paphlagonians, and 


brought our Fourbe into vaſt Veneration, 
which, to be ſure, he found his Account 
in. Now to apply this Tale, Sir, and 
convince you how great a Blockhead you 


| are, I will let you into a Diſcovery which 


you would neyer have made of yourſelf. I 
have been playing Lucian's Alexander up- 


on the Publick theſe fix Years : ; the Ser- 


pent's real Head, (i. e. my Deſign to ſubvert 
the Government) I keep under the Hatches; 
the Counterteit and viſible Human one 


(which has the Pace of a State-Phyſician, | 


or Aſculapius) is the Mak of Patriotiſm, 


behind which I play my Legerdemain 
Tricks. 


Having demoliſhed you as an Hiſtorian, 


and a Politician, J ſhall now proceed to 


take. - 
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take you to Pieces as a Naturaliſt, a Con- 
jurer, a Mell. bred Man, and a Virtuoſo. 

Since you are ſo very particular, Sir, 
in ſpecifying the Poiſons that Mithridates 
accuſtom'd himſelf to; I muſt tell you, 
that you talk without Book ; for I, who 
have read all the Authors that treat of 
that Prince, could never meet with any 


ſuch Detail. I know, indeed, what you 


do not, that whatever His favourite Poi- 
1on was, he kept it in the Pommel of his 
Sword, (as Hannibal did his in a Ring) and 
that he took it not to make him more a 
Boutefeu than he naturally was, but to 
| ſecure himſelf proviſionally againſt his 
dangerous Under-cooks, the Troublewaters, 
who were brib'd, under-hand, by Yu, 

Lucullus, and Pompey, to mince Cat's Li- 
ver in his Sauces and forc'd Meats, and to 
put Viper-heads into his Broth, It 1s 
much that you, who have practiſed 
Quackery, Man and Boy, theſe Fifty 
Years, ſhould not know it is for this 
Reaſon that the moſt ſovereign & 
44210, In the whole Medicinal Syſtem 
has obtained the Name of Mithridate; 

and that it is a main Ingredient in Diaſ- 
codium, Venice-Treacle, and other excel- 
lent Sudorificks; though I muſt ſtill own, 
theſe are not to bin named in a Day, any 


of them, with a certain Sweating Powder 
that 
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that is adminiſtred (as I know from my 
own Experience) at a famous Diſpenſary 
in Veſtminſter, called Banco Regis. 

Your Inſtructions to Signior Cacafuogo 
(it is our Cor ſican Cook's Name) having 


been interpreted to him by me, made 
the Fellow laugh, I will aſſure you, till 


I thought he would have broke a Gut. 
As ſoon as he had got ſo far the better 
of his Mirth, as to be able to ſpeak, 
Coſpetto di Dio Baccho (ſays he) queſto 


Becco cornuto mi vuol inſegnare a far del 


Cuoco che vada farſi bu——rar. Then, 
Sir, (to ſhew you that you have been all 
this while teaching your Grandame to ſuck 
Eggs) he ran me over ſuch a Catalogue of 
Oglios, Soupes, Terrines, Biſques, Ragonts, 
Pyes, Pattees, Tarts, Polloes, Fricaſ/ees, 
Fricandoles, Sauces, Hoch-pots and Sala- 
mongundys, as ſet me a ftaring like a ſtuck 
Pig, and proved himſelf to be ſo thorough- 
ly verſed in all the Mzyuzuw wpzZic, or 
Maxims and Precepts Culinary, of Api- 
cins Cælius, Parmeno Rhodius, the Poet 
Philoxenus; Cadmus, (Head Cook to g- 
malion, King of Tyre;) Archeſiratus's 
Gaſtrology; Bartoli Scappi; le Cuiſinier 
parfait ; and the late incomparable Mr. 
Lamb; that I deem him worthy to be 
ſtiled the firſt Op/odedalusin Europe; and 
does it become, pray, a little Retailer of 

r Kats. 
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Rathane, as you are, upon the Strength of 
ſome ſmall Knowledge you may have pil- 


fered from your Maſter Bendo's Manuſcri pts, 
(for I am confident that Grevinus de Ve- 
nenis, Albertus Magnus de Animalibus Pee 
fliferis, Angelus Abbalius de admirabili na- 


turd Viperæ, with many more I could 
name, are Authors far above your Sphere). 

Does it become ſuch a Sciolus, I fay, Sir, to 
inſtruct this great Operator, whole Secrets 
in his way of Buſineſs probably contributed 
not a little to the Revolt of his Country- 


men; for he has ſerved, I am told, in Ge- 


neral Giaſeri's own Kitchen. To prevent 
therefore your running your elf into 
ſuch Scrapes for the future, let me be ſo 


far your Friend, as to give you this Piece 


of Advice out of that very Seneca, whom 
you quote ſo familiarly: Ante omnia ne- 


Cee eſt ſeipſum &ſtimare quia fere plus no- 


bis videmur poſſe quam poſſymus. 
Jam fo thorough a Maſter of the Sub- 


Ject we are upon, and ſo nettled to the 


Quick withal at your Preſumption, that, 
as inconſiderable, and as much of the 
WWhachum as you are, T cannot deny my 
ſelf the Pleaſure of extending a little upon 


Pwedotrophy, (fo far as it relates to the 


Family I am concerned with) to con- 
vince you that Bragadocio was not 


more a Monkey in Sir Gayon's Har- 


NO els, | 


” SCE 
neſs, than is Shimei Troublewater, when 
he takes upon him to dire Caleb Dans 
Der. 

The oldeſt Account we had of the Educa- 
tion ofa Bouteſcu, is that of Achilles; who, if 
we believe Apollodorus, was bred up by hand 
from his Cradle, and with-held not only 
from ſacking the Breaſt, but likewiſe 
from all manner of Milk in Pap, Poſſet, 
or any other kind of Spoon-meat. Hence 


it was, ſays the Poet Euphorion, that he 


Was named Achilles by the Mirmidons, 
which Word being a compound of the 
Negative a, and LN, is as much as to 


ſay, Millleſs; or in French, Monſieur | 


San ſlait. 


Eg pdilew yiao Ne A uTaY d νε 
Te MuzwSoves puv A enblgav lo. 


But you will ask, what the Devil did 

the Child ſubſiſt upon then? — Why, 
to ſatisfy your Curioſity, Sir, for once, 1 
ſhall tell you what I have met with in a 


Greek Fragment of the remoteſt Antiqui- 
ty, (pretended to be Chiron's own Hand- 


writing) now in the Poſſeſſion of my 


worthy Friends the Engliſh Feſuits at 
St. Omer's. The Centaur, who was a 


| Perſon of a very acute Wit, and had a 


run Turn with him, out of his abun- 
0 2 dant 
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dant Love for the Boy, would be con- 
tinually ſcribling any Invective or Raille- 
ry that came uppermoſt againſt the Ki, 

| Miniſters, and People in Power in thoſe 
Days, (not unlike my Craft/men) and 
when he had done this, he would cut the 
Bark of the Tree, ſo writ upon (for Paper 
was not then in Uſe) into ſeveral Slices 
and Bits, ſome bigger, ſome leſs, in Pro- 
portion to the degree of Hunger he ob- 
ſerved in his Eleve, and ſo give it him raw. 
This Diet waſh'd down after every Meal 
with a Quart of Wormwood Wine, produ- 
ced the deſired Effect, and made Achilles, 
when he advanced in Years, turn out the 
William Boutefeu of the Greek Camp, and 
Chief of the Anti-Agamemnonian Faction. 
Digſcorides finds fault with this Me- 
thod of Chiron's, and Pontanus de Alimen- 
#15 Puerorum, condemns it Bell, Bock and 
Candle I, you have a mind (it is to this 
Effect he ſpeaks) that your Son ſhould 
tread in the Track of ſo many glorious In- 
cendiaries, ſuch as were in Athens the 
Fomenters of the Peloponeſian War; in 
Rome, certain Demagogues, and Tribunes of 
 thePeople; in Sicily, the Friends of the Dio- 
nyſii; and in Conſtantinople, the Enemies of 
Belifarius; take them a wet Nurſe, by al! 
means, one that is Red-hair'd, Bleer- 
ey d, Beetle-brow'd, Hump-bac 1, Splay= 
28 and Po Complexion has a Iivid 


Caf 
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Caf. with it. Raro enim fallunt bac indi- 
cia, Pueriſque quos in Rei Publice perni- 
ciem alere ſtudes, hujuſmodi nutricem dare 
imprimis expedit. Now, Sir, ſince I do 
not find Suckins limited to any cer- 
tain Time, and there being many Inſtan- 
ces of Adult Perſons that have uſed it, 
eſpecially in Hectick Caſes; as my Pupils 
moreover ſeem inclinable to be conſum- 
ptive, and as my MWiſe has all the Qualities 
Pontanus requires, I propoſed a Courſe of 
her Mzlk to Mrs. Boutefeu, who thought 
it highly expedient; and accordingly che 
Children have begun to ſuck Morning 
and Night, nor are they to be plucked from 
the Nipple, till they are juſt fit to go to 
Oxford. 

You ſeem to think it proper, in your 
abundant Sapience, that I ſhould ſome- 
times take the Boys and their Siſters (an 

Occupation indeed very becoming m 
Gravity) to dine upon roaſted Lob/ters at 
Billiugſgate I turned over therefore, not 
only the Authors already cited, to Joo 
for Precedents, but likewiſe all our Kitchen 
Regiſters, and could not find, upon the 
ſtricteſt Scrutiny, that Echinophagy had 
ever been uſed among the Children of 
the Boutefeus, for two Reaſons; firſt, be- 
cauſe Crab, Craw, Lobſter, and all other 
ſuch Shell-fiſh, being . were looked 
| upon 
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upon as Sweetners of the Blood, and 
conſequently moſt improper Food for 
our Infantes and Infantas, even according 
to your own Way of Reaſoning. And, 
Secondly, becauſe (though perhaps you 
intend it as a Joke upon the Su/diery) 
this carries a tacit Inuuendo with it againſt 
our Allies of the Clergy, for that (as every 
Fiſherman can tell you) the Lossrrs is 
Black, before he becomes Red; and the 
Sarcaſm might therefore be juſtly retorted 
upon us by our common Enemies, the 
Whigs. 
Had you mention'd the Macherophorns, 
or Sword-fi/þ ; you would have ſhewn your 
| Reading, and recommended your Judg- 
ment; not only as the Fleſh of it is exqui- 
ſite to the Taſte, but likewiſe as it is the 
Bully of the Mediterranean. But to this, 
T ſuppoſe, you are an utter Stranger, as 
well as to the Sia, or Ink-fiſh, a Species 
in a perpetual War with the former: It 
is doing you too much Honour, to ac- 
quaint you, that the Worſhipful * Joſhua 
Danvers, my Father, uſed to have this 
laſt brought for me in double bottom'd 
Veſſels out of the Streights, when 
] was little, with a Political View, be- 
cauſe, (as we find it in Caneparitis de K. 
tramentis) ſcribendi pruriginem vehenienter 
Promovet; it is a vaſt Incentive to Scrib- 
* - | | Though 
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Though you may be Conjurer enough 
to impoſe upon my Patron, as I have al- 
ready hinted; yet you are not, I ſee, by 
a great deal, that Archimago that you 
pretend to be; or you could not certain- 
ly be weak enough to imagine, that you 
can rout Standing Armies, put a Stop to 
Salt-Duties, or overſet ſuch a Miſtry and 
Majority as there is at this time of Day, 
by the Aſſiſtance of a Magick Lanthorn; 
a pretty Machine, L confeſs, but ſo common, 
that every dirty Savoy ard Raſcal carries it 
about from Country to Country: But, had 
you any Skill in Criticiſm, would you not 
here at leaſt have Bentleyis'd upon the Pub- 
lick; and given aDiſſertation upon this in- 
genious Device (which was an Invention of 
Zoroaſter's, according to Polydor Virgil) 
and then might not you haye proceeded 
to enumerate to us, out of Ariſtotle's 


Treatiſe, e die and Licetus de Lu- 
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cernis Autiquorum, all the various Sorts 
of Lanthorns in Uſe among the Greeks 
and Romans, and then have ſct forth to 
us wherein they reſemble to, or differ 
from thoſe of the Moderus; as the Port- 
able Lanthorn, (which is ſubdivided into 
the Glaſs, the Horn, the Pager, and the 
Dark Lanthorn,) the Great Hall-Lanthorn, 
the Ship-Lanthorn, the Street-Lanthorn ; 
and laſt of all, the Fack-a-Lanthorn 
ay Will of the Wi 2) which | is a kind of 
Mill 
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Will Bontefen, that leads People into 
Bogos, Sloughs, Ditches, and Precipices, 
and there leayes them to get out * as 
they may. | 

You are pleaſed to make mention of 
a Taliſmanical Figure of Wax, that 
works by Sympathy (if pricked or tor- 
tured) upon the Perſon it is made to re- 
preſent. Ecce iterum Criſpinus / here is 
again our Wiſeacre, that carries Coals to 
Newcaſtle / — Neither is the Art loſt, Sir, 
as you imagine (ſince there are twenty In- 
ſtances of it in Glanvil of Witches,) nor is 
it an Exp of Doctor Foreman's ; for we 
not only find in Guaguin that ſuch a ſort 
of Spell was put in Practice againſt the 
French Monarch, Lewis le Hutin, and his 
Couſin, Charles of Valois; and know 
that it was uſed by Horace's Canidia ma- 
ny Ages before; but are likewiſe aſſured 
that it was in Faſhion ſo long ago as the 
Time of the Argonauts; for does not 
| Ovid ay, (ſpeakingof Medea i in Hip, 'pyle's 
_ Epiſtle to Jaſon ©) 


Devovet abſentes, fimulacraque Cerca ſingit, 
Et miſerum Fenues in ſecur urget Acus. 


Not to puzzle that poor Clodpate of 
yours with an hundred other Authorities 
I could quote from Hermes Triſmeziftus, 
Kircher, J. Vithemius, and Petrus Arfe de 


Re Tall iſmanicd, nor to confound you with 
. 


E 
the various cabaliſtical Enquiries into the 
Riſe and Origin of that incomparable Se- 
cret, which you, according to Cuſtom, 
treat of ſo ſuperficially ; I ſhall only ace 
quaint you, Sir, that it is a Thing has 
come into my Head upon ſome late Vi- 
ctories of the adverſe Party, more than 
once, and that two Conſiderations only 
have with-held me from this laſt 7wsA& 
pany, or exterminatory Piece of Vengeance, 
(which I keep for my pis aller- Firſt, 
the great Expence of Wax I muſt be at to 
perſonate ſuch a Number of Individuals as 
are neceſſary to be cut off; and, Secondly, 
the Pact or Treaty which (as "Albinus de 
Villanova, Goclenius, Friar Bacon and the 
great Marcellus Empiricus, one and all 
_ aſſure me in their Works) I muſt 
_ previouſly make with a certain Black 
Gentleman, without which the Charm 
will prove ineffectual. But, it is an 
old Saying, Sir, there are more Ways 
to the Wood than one; and therefore, with- 
out running half that Riſque, I have be- 
thought me of another ſupernatural Ex- 
edient, which I have met with in ſome 
of the Boſhlidian Writers, and which is 
deduced not from any Salam b , or 
Diabolical Confederacy, but from mere A. 
ferolggical Principles, ſuch as the celebrated 
76e of Mirandola, Cardanus, Dr. Dee, and 
D „ 
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other Gnoflicks went upon formerly; and 
this, Sir, I may poſſibly put in Practice at 

the opening of next Seſſons, if T find by that 
Time that J am ſtill waſhing the Black-a- 
more White with my Craftſmen. That you 
may know, Sir, ex pede Herculem, I do 
not much care if I let you into ſome part 
of this wonderful Piece of Planetotechny, 
which is as follows. Every Sign of the 
Zodiack, Mr. Troublewater, has a myſtical 
Influence upon ſome Part or other of Hu- 
man Kind, in its particular governing 


Month, as Sagittarius upon your Archers, 
or Gentlemen of the Long-Bow ; the three 


horned Signs upon Cuckolds ; Virgo (which 
is the Sign of all the Twelve that has the 
leaſt to do) upon Maidens, &c. now the 
Conſtellation that preſides over the Army, 
being Leo; and Libra, that which go- 
verns your Balance-holders, (i. e. Stateſ- 
men or Miniſters ;,) Suppoſe, when the 
Sun is in either of theſe Houſes, I engrave 
upon a Brafs Plate, with my Wife's 
Bodkin, certain Hieroglyphicks, or Abraxas 
(a great Secret among us Adepts) mut- 
tering Words, and uſing Ceremonies that 
muſt be nameleſs at the Time I am do- 
ing this; why may not the Virtue of the 
faid Plate be ſuch, that by fixing it Ho- 
rizontally over the Door of the Lobby of 
the Hog 2% of Commons, in ſuch a Poſition, 
that 
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that every Member muſt paſs directly un- 
der it; there would neceſſarily follow 
ſome inſtantaneous, unparalleled, unac- 
countable, State-confounding, Anti-whigiſma= 
zcal, Philodanverſjan Revolution of Af- 
fairs, to my immortal Honour, and the 
immediate Syncþy/7s, or Bouleverſement of 
every thing Civil and Military? What a 
glorious new Epoch would here be for the 
Echards and Rapins of future Ages? 

When I ü reflect on the Impoliteſſe of 
ſome part of your Advice to my Patron, 
where you would encourage certain petites 
/2alices (as you call them) in my Pupils 
againſt myſelf, I can ſcarce help ſhedding 
a Tear for the poor Gentleman's Weak- 
neſs, who, after ſo many generous Ef- 
forts towards Slavery and State-conflagra- 
tions in his younger Days, can now find in 
his heart to take Counſel of one that has 
neither the Depth of a Politician, the A 
cuteneſs of a Man of Letters, nor the Sca- 
 woir-viure of a Gentleman, Reflections 
upon Mrs. Danvers's Virtue, and my Fore- 
head, from Brats of that Age, would be 
hopeful Symptoms with a Witneſs ! And 
as for blowing up my Tobacce-pipe, overſet- 
ting my In Born, and whipping my Chair 
from under me, I 0 ould fain ſee either of 
them but dare to concei ve ſuch a Wicked- 
neſs in his Heart: He ſhould find in me, 
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not 2 Busby, but a downright Orbilius + 
I would not fagellare, Sir, but I would 
excarnificare. I believe, indeed, contra- 
ry to my Intention, ſome how or other 
the young Rogues haye got a Sight of 
your Letter to their Father; for this 
Morning (I take it to be their doing, and 
would give a Guinea to come at the 
Truth) ſnatching upa Piece of Paper that 


lay as by Accident upon my Table, to 
my great Surprize I found it contained 


this abuſiye 
Ackx os TT c k. 


+ C peifocates and Cuftards make the School-boy glad; 
A Warrior's raviſb d when he mounts his Pad; ; 
L arge Sirloyns give the Glutton perfect Bli if; 
E mbroider d Coxcombs pleaſe the pretty Miſs. 
B —_— in May upon the les Green 


D oll wwould not change her State to be a Queens 5 
A ſſes are then moſt happy when they bra 
Nothing charms Chloe like a bawdy P ay. 

V ineyards zo Sots —_ eternal Glee; 

E after's the City *Prentice Jubilee. 

R ough Play in Bed tranſports the tender Laſs; 

S uch is my Jr when CRAFTSMEN Wipe my 7 RAY 


If I was to give my Opinion, i in \ what 
part of your Letter it is that you ſhew 
yourſelf moſt a Blockhead, (which is in- 
deed enough to puzzle the wiſeſt Man 


living) it ſhould certainly be in fayour of 
Jour 
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your laſt Propoſal of all, with —_ to 


a Callery of Family Buſts. Pray, Sir, 
allowing that this were a proper Time 
for ſuch an Expence (when it is the Bu- 
ſineſs of the Boutefeu's to plead all the 
Poverty imaginable) upon the Strength 
of what Self- conſciouſneſs is it, that you 
ſet up for Skill in a Branch of Learning 
fo very much out. of your way, as I am 
certain Virtuoſoſbip muſt be? To execute 

a Deſign of this important Nature as you 
ought, is it ſufficient, do you think, to 
have pick'd up half a ſcore Terms of Art, 
or to. know that there have been ſach 
Men in the World as a Catiline, a Duke 
cf Guiſe, a Simon of Mountfort, an Harry 
Hotſpur, a Wat Tyler, and a Faniſary call 
| Patrona ? Or that there is in London one 
Mr. Rysbrack, a Profeſſor of the Plftick, 
or ak Art! . | 

Becauſc I have been ſunk for theſe 
five Vears paſt in the unfathomable Abyſs 
of Politicks ; becauſe I have ftood the Ad- 
. vacate of Party-Rage, and the Champion 
of thoſe injured Twin-Siſters, Envy and 
Ambition; am I therefore to be thought 
wanting in thoſe faſhionable Arts and 
Sciences, in which it was not poſſible I 
could exert myſelf, without manifeſtly 
hurting our Cauſe, and giving an Ad- 


yantage oyer us to the Whigs? Am 
2 | : there- 
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therefore ( I fay ) to ſeek, do you 
imagine, even in the moſt abſtruſe 
Myſteries of Connoiſſunce, or more a 
Stranger to the Names of Ly ſippus, Sco- 
Pas, Myron, Agathias, Apollonius, Tauriſ= 
cus, Phidias and Praxiteles, than I am 
to our Berninis and Michel- Angelo of 
Hyde-Park Corner? | have in my own 
Chambers at Gray's-Inn, I would have you 
to know, Sir, (and ſure my Patron him- 
ſelf muſt. remember it) a little kind 
of Lararium, or Colle&ion of about 
two hundred ſmall Boutefeu Models, 
and %. | (bronz'd oyer, to make 
them look more like Nature,) in the 

Corner of my Library, which have 

amuſed me for half an Hour very agree- 
ably every Morning for theſe laſt ten 
Years,whilft I am chewing my Rhubarb ; a 
Drug to which I owe both the Vigor 'of 
my Conſtitution, the laxative Faculty of 
my Inteſtinum Rectum, and the Bitterneſs 
of my ſarcaſtical Strokes. There I not 
only view myſelf as in a Mirror, in the 
ſaturnine Aſpect of Guy Fawks, but like- 
wiſe ſurvey with Pleaſure ſome of the 
moſt eminent Fomenters of paſt Apes, 
(whoſe true ev/6yavpz, or Copies from the 

Life, were perhaps thrown into the Tyber, . 
or into the Ocean, or knock'd to pieces 


by common Hangmen) happily hit (pur- 
Juant 


* $9 

ſuant to my own Directions) from ſeveral 
of my now living intimate Friends and 
Acquaintance, who were ſo kind as to fit 
for them: And upon the Freeze of the 
Deal Cabinet that contains theſe Vorthiæs 
in Epitome, I have writ in Red Capitals, 
(that being the fitteſt Colour for the Pur- 
poſe) Vixis IMMORTALIBUS OB INSIGNIA 
ERGA PATRIAM FACINORA, As I want a 
Fack Straw to compleat my Sett, if you 
will come any Morning between Ten and 
Eleven, I ſhall be glad to preſent yqu to 
my Modeliſt, and to convince you by 
that Piece of Diſtinction, how much I 

am, | | 


SIR, 


E Tour Humble Servant, 


CAL EB DANVERS. 
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